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課程簡介 

Emergency physicians operate at the intersection of urgent clinical decision-making and 

complex legal accountability. This article examines three domains of legal risk that are particularly 

salient in modern emergency practice: against medical advice (AMA) discharges, the duty to refer 

or transfer patients, and privacy concerns arising from the pervasive use of social media. 

Regarding AMA discharges, the paper analyzes the legal requirements for valid informed 

refusal, the adequacy of documentation, and the extent to which an AMA form mitigates 

physician liability. It argues that legal protection hinges not on the patient's signature alone, but 

on whether the physician has fulfilled the duty to disclose material risks and ensured the patient's 

decision-making capacity. 

On the issue of referral and transfer, the paper explores the legal standard of care governing 

a physician's obligation to arrange timely and appropriate referrals, with particular attention to 

situations involving diagnostic uncertainty and resource limitations in emergency settings. 

Finally, the paper addresses the growing risks associated with social media use by medical 

professionals. Even ostensibly anonymized case sharing may constitute a breach of patient 

privacy under applicable law. The article outlines the legal framework governing physician 

conduct online and provides practical guidance for risk avoidance. 

Together, these three issues reflect the evolving interface between clinical practice and legal 

obligation, and have significant implications for emergency physicians seeking to minimize 

liability while delivering quality care. 
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